Journal of Applied Communications
Volume 57

Issue 1

Article 4

The Input Communicator: Who ls He?
K. Robert Kern
Charles H. Kelly

Follow this and additional works at: https://newprairiepress.org/jac

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-Share Alike 4.0
License.
Recommended Citation
Kern, K. Robert and Kelly, Charles H. (1974) "The Input Communicator: Who ls He?," Journal of Applied
Communications: Vol. 57: Iss. 1. https://doi.org/10.4148/1051-0834.1978

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by New Prairie Press. It has been accepted for inclusion in
Journal of Applied Communications by an authorized administrator of New Prairie Press. For more information,
please contact cads@k-state.edu.

The Input Communicator: Who ls He?
Abstract
The U. S. Agricultural scene is vast and has been explored many times from many angles. The purpose of
this study was to describe and analyze an element of agriculture that has gone largely unnoticed and
unresearched - the communicator working for an agricultural input company.
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The Input Communicator:
Who Is He?
K. Robert Kern and Charles H. Kell y

TH E U. S. AG RICULTURA L scene is vast a nd has been explored
man y limes from many angles. The purpo se o f this stud y was to
de scribe a nd analyze an cle ment of agric ulture that has gone la rgely unnoticed an d unrc sca rched- thc communicato r working for an
agricultu ral input company.
Besid es kno wing commun ication tec hniques a nd skills, the input commun icator has to understand the product and its purpose .
There are a variely of ways to communicate the attribu tes of the
product to the farme r, but the optimum method may c ha nge from
yea r to year or even month to month. Govern ment policics, economic conditions, weather co nditi ons and farmers' attitudes all
play an important part in the way a message is introduced a nd
handled by the inpUl communicaLOr.
What are agricultu ral input companies? Six separate catego rie s
are usually set o ut: petro leum, farm mach inery and equipment,
fertili zers, che mical pesticides, livestock feed s and farm credi t. I n
the past quarter o f th e cen tury, agricultural input companies have
grown increas ingly importanl.
Statistics indica te that input purchases by farme rs have ri se n
dramatically sin ce 1940- aboul 72 pe rcenl. Nonpurchased in ·
puts- most ly labor- have fallen b y about 38 percent dur ing the
same pe riod.
This study is based on information compiled from communicators working for farm input companies in Iowa. Agr icultural input
firms are distributed geographically throughout th e Un ited Slates.
Probably, sevenli thou san d individuals cou ld be id entified as farm
input co mmun icators , as considered in this study. Two main facto rs limited th is study to Iowa commun icators: (1) resources of
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